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It didn’t take long for Perry Ecton to realize that Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County is a “seasoned” organization. One
that he says he’s pleased to lead.

“Habitat for Humanity of Dane County has a well established,
devoted and committed staff, board of directors and
volunteers,” said Ecton. “There’s a clear goal, clear direction and
it became very obvious to me that Habitat is highly respected
in the community.”

After nearly two months on the job as CEO of Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County, Ecton provided some insight into
himself and his impressions of the organization that has served
Dane County for 21 years.

Six weeks into the job as CEO of Habitat for Humanity of 
Dane County and what do you think?

“I like what I see. I’ve already met with city and business
leaders, the staff, volunteers and church leaders and everybody

I’ve talked with has high marks for this organization. When I
met with Madison City Council member Michael Schumacher
to discuss our Northport Commons Urban Neighborhood
Initiative, it went very well.”

This is the first time you’ve worked with an organization
that relies so heavily on volunteers, what do you think of
Habitat’s volunteers?

“I admire these men and women who give so much of their
time. They are sincere, honest, dedicated and don’t mind
sharing their opinions. Many of them are passionate about
volunteering here. The Wednesday regulars are amazing and to
think that Marzo Bliss has worked on every single Habitat
home here in Dane County is remarkable.

“All our volunteers deserve a huge thank you. Whether you’re
working on your first home or your 140th home, thank you for
your time, effort and support. Without you we couldn’t do
what we do.”

New CEO Says HFHDC is a ‘Seasoned,’ ‘Well Respected’

Pe
rr

y
L.

Ec
to

n

AAggee:: 50
BBoorrnn:: South Haven, Michigan
GGrreeww uupp:: Chicago
CCoolllleeggee:: Bachelor of Science in applied economics and a minor in real
estate from the University of San Francisco. He has a Master of Arts in
community development from North Park University in Chicago.
JJoobb HHiissttoorryy:: Worked as president of National Medical Services in San
Francisco and then worked as a real estate development specialist in
Sonoma County, Calif. Moved to Forest Park, Ill and worked to build
affordable housing in Chicago’s West Side. He later moved to Elgin, Ill.
where he served as the executive director of the Community Housing
Development Organization.  
FFaammiillyy:: Married to Allison. They have a daughter, Catherine, and a son,
Peter. 
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Habitat is a faith based organization, so what have
been your thoughts of the involvement of the churches
here in Dane County?

“I’m honored they are involved like they are. Whether it’s
financially by sponsoring a home or being part of the
Apostle’s Build or whether it’s volunteering or providing
meals to the volunteers or whether it’s mentoring a family,
it’s great to see the churches so involved.

“In the future, I would like to see the smaller faith-based
communities learn about us and get more involved. They can
help by volunteering or educating their parishioners about
the Habitat model.”

What do you think brought you here?

“I was looking for an organization that was established with 
a national brand name, a committed board and staff and
respect in the community. I found all three here. It feels right
to me.”

Do you consider this a big change from other positions?

“Not really. Because of the set infrastructure, it’s actually a
better change for me because I can now focus on what I love
to do – lead an organization. It’s wonderful to have such great
staff to support the organization.’

What do you think is HFHDC biggest attribute?

“It’s history. Habitat has a demonstrated history of delivering
on the promise and commitments to low-income families.
If we can continue to consistently step up and deliver on the
promises we make, we will succeed.”

What traits do you bring to HFHDC to help move 
it forward in the next five years?

“Thirty years of experience in the construction and
investment field, 11 years of experience in the non profit
world and creative experience in thinking outside the box.
Also, because I’m not from Madison, I can bring new ideas
and new suggestions to conversations. My management style
is to seek the best out of people and to allow them to work
without micromanaging. I also let people challenge the
norms.”

“When I come to work I leave my ego at the door. It’s not
about me, but about us and who we serve. I really believe the
ultimate goal of a non profit agency is to put itself out of
business. We want to take this community to a higher level 
of having affordable housing for all people in need.”

What do you think is the biggest challenge facing Dane
County?

“I’m not sure I can fully answer that question yet. I haven’t
studied the entire needs assessment for the entire county.
Give me six months and then I can answer that question.”

Thank you Tom!
Thomas George Popp, Jr. served as Interim Executive
Director of Habitat for Humanity of Dane County since
January. Ann Eaves, a retired executive of WHEDA and
chair of the HFHDC Board of Directors, said she
appreciated Popp’s leadership and enthusiasm during the
transition. “Tom served us well,” she said. churches.

HFHDC Executive Director Brian Miller stepped down
as executive director in January and accepted a position
in Atlanta with Habitat for Humanity International. The
search committee was led by Bill DeAtley, a longtime
Habitat for Humanity volunteer and former president of
the HFHDC Board of Directors.

What do you enjoy doing outside the office?

I like to golf. I love to travel and I enjoy going to festivals.

How would your friends describe you?

When Perry was asked this question, he immediately called
his good friend Jennifer whom he has known for 20 years
and lives in California. She answered the question by stating:

“There are a lot of parts to him. He’s really smart. He’s in a
small circle of friends that I rely on for advice. I respect his
opinion. He is very generous with his knowledge and
information. He’s somebody you can trust. He’s also very
creative about figuring out how to get to your goal.”

Jennifer also noted that Perry works extremely hard and is
“probably very grateful for all the help he receives from staff
and the board.”

What does the future hold for HFHDC?

“I first want to thank our current volunteers and donors.
I know there are a lot of opportunities out there for you to
give your time and money, so I very much appreciate all that
have done for Habitat.

“By the year 2010, we will be building 25 homes a year. I also
would like to see us continue the work we’ve started with the
Urban Neighborhood Initiative, and become more involved
in urban infill projects and be a part of the redevelopment on
Allied Drive.”

Final thoughts

“If you have any ideas or comments about Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County, I’d love to hear from you. We are
also always looking for names of board members, so let me
know of your ideas.”

Perry Ecton can be reached at 255-1549, ext. 103 or
pecton@habitatdane.org



A Homeownership Mentor works one-on-one to provide
support and guidance for families as they build their home.
The transition from renting to homeownership can be inti-
midating. This one-on-one relationship is the most effective
way to fill the need for support during this time. The result is
an empowering experience for the family being mentored.

Fall ’08 3

Sharlot Bogart (left) with Habitat for Humanity of Dane County Family, Amy Ellis and her daughters.

Change Your Life, Another: Be a Homeownership Mentor
Homeownership mentors should expect to commit about five
hours a month to mentor their Habitat family during the six-
month building process and the year after the build. A
willingness to work in an educational and non-judgmental
manner is a plus. For more information, contact Maggie
Fitzsimmons at 255-1549, ext. 112.

"Being a homeownership mentor has
been an exciting and life-changing adventure
for me. During that year, I watched a young
single mom and her two little girls blossom
with the experience of building their own
home and their new lives.

“This young lady went way beyond her
comfort zone both physically and socially.
She went from someone who was afraid to
go to a meeting by herself to apply for a
Habitat for Humanity home to an outgoing
lady wanting to put in more hours at the
Habitat ReStore because she made such good
friends there. She ended up feeling very
secure hosting job sites and forgetting her
fear of heights to climb up on a roof and
pound some nails.

“I was blessed to sit with her when she
closed on her first home, helped her paint it,
helped move all her belongings into it and
decorate it. She just started out a new year by
having her daughter’s ninth birthday party
and an open house for all her friends and
family and I couldn’t be more proud of her! 

“Habitat for Humanity does not only build
strong beautiful homes, they build strong
beautiful people. Thank you for this oppor-
tunity. I would be honored to do this again," 

Sharlot Bogart’s Story

House Blessings for Summer Blitz Builds
Sunday, Aug. 24, 3 p.m., for Noriega (5233
Brandenburg Way), Hansen (5256 Brandenburg
Way) and Bading (5215 Bliss St.) families

Habitat ReStore 8th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, Sept. 20, noon to 4 p.m., Habitat ReStore,
208 Cottage Grove Road. Food and activities for the
children will be available.

Mark Your

Calendar



This spring, Habitat for Humanity of Dane County
purchased 5.8 acres of land off Northport Drive, with plans
to construct anywhere from 16 to 20 affordable homes and
town homes, as part of HFHDC’s Urban Neighborhood
Initiative.

This fall, HFHDC will begin building a four-unit town
home in the neighborhood located just north of Warner
Park and across Northport Drive from the Troy Gardens
neighborhood. In 2009, Habitat for Humanity of Dane
County anticipates building at least six dwelling units and 
in 2010 an additional six dwelling units.

HFHDC closed on its purchase of the land that
previously housed a Moose Lodge. The property and
was originally sold in 2004 to Waukesha developer 
C-Cap. HFHDC purchased the land from C-Cap and
closed on the property on April 15. Five of the lots
will be sold to a private developer for market sale.
HFHDC also plans to build a neighborhood park.
Housing on four of the HFHDC-owned lots will be
targeted for individuals over the age of 50 or with
disabilities, who also meet HFHDC program
requirements.

The project will provide affordable housing for families who
earn 30 to 60 percent of the Dane County medium income
level with opportunities for families in the lower income
range to own their own home. A generous $1 million lead
gift from long-time Habitat volunteers Bill and Jan DeAtley
combined with $1 million in additional funds to be raised

Urban Neighborhood Initiative
Northport Commons Project
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HFHDC Announces
Phase I of Urban
Neighborhood
Initiative on Northside

by HHFDC will help construct a portion of these and help
fund construction/rehabbing of additional infill housing in
Madison neighborhood over the next three years.

Any organization interested in sponsoring the Urban
Neighborhood Initiative, should contact Habitat’s Peggy
Halloran at 255-1549, ext. 106 or phalloran@habitatdane.org.

Shout Outs
A big thank you to Kamp Kegonsa of Stoughton for
hosting 12 motor coach owners that built with HFHDC
from June 17-28. The RVers traveled to Wisconsin from
Indiana, California, Montana, North Carolina and even
Anywhere, USA. They’re members of the Family Motor
Coach Association (FMCA). For nearly two weeks the
group helped HFHDC with several builds including the
Blitz Builds in Twin Oaks. The group travels the country
and helps local affiliates build homes. One motor coach
owner was on her 10th Habitat for Humanity build.

Potbelly Sandwich Works Free Sandwich Day
Raises $3,658 for HFHDC
A team of 10 Potbelly Sandwich Works employees spent
the day building with HFHDC as part of their charity
fundraising event in Wisconsin. Potbelly Sandwich Works
also hosted a Free Sandwich Day on June 12 at all three of
their Madison locations where their customers received a
free sandwich or salad. The event generated $3,658 to
HFHDC from customers of Potbelly Sandwich Works.



By the end of July, all four Summer
Blitz Builds will be in full swing in the
Twin Oaks subdivision. The first Blitz
Build started May 31 on Brandenburg
Way. Javier and Martha Noriega and
their children will move into their
home at the end of summer.

The Americorps staff is coordinating the
Blitz Build on Bliss Street, which is the
future home of William and Veronica
Bading and their five daughters.

The Thomas Zimmer Builder Blitz
kicked off July 7. This home will be
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built in two weeks by about 20
professional building subcontractors
from around the area. The home on
Unity Way is the future home of Sareth
Pov and Koung Khampanya and their
three children.

The final Blitz Build will be coordinated
by the Habitat staff and will be located
on Brandenburg Way. Lisa Hansen and
her two children will move into the
home sometime in September.

Progress of the Blitz Builds can be
found at www.habitatdane.org.

Summer Blitz Build Kicks Off

Along with four Summer Blitz Builds,
HFHDC is also building a Women Build
in Twin Oaks, a home in Deerfield, four
duplexes in Sun Prairie and a duplex in
Stoughton.

To help these 12 families realize the
dream of owning a home, construction
volunteers are needed Tuesdays through
Saturdays during the summer and fall.
No construction experience is necessary,
just the desire to learn the construction
trade and to help others. You can
volunteer one day or several. The typical
build day is 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Business or individual groups are
limited to eight persons.

Habitat Volunteer Coordinator Lisa
Delany estimates that 7,392 volunteer
hours are needed to complete the
construction of these homes.

Not interested in construction, but you
can cook? Food providers are needed
for Saturday build days. Meals should
be for a group of 15 individuals. If
interested in either of these volunteer
opportunities, please contact Habitat’s
Lisa Delany at 255-1549, ext. 104 or
ldelany@habitatdane.org.

7,392 Volunteer Hours Needed for Summer, Fall Builds
Women Build, Deerfield, Sun Prairie and Stoughton All Progressing

Coldwell Banker Success
Hosts 9th Annual Golf
Outing
Thank you to Coldwell Banker
Success for hosting the 9th
Annual Home-in-One Golf
Outing on June 2 at the Nakoma
Golf Club. Over the past five
years, the event has raised more
than $100,000 for Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County.

Plant Sales Double from 2007  
The Habitat for Humanity of Dane
County Plant Sale raised $3,895
during the weekend of May 8-10.
Thank you to those who purchased
the plants. Proceeds go toward
purchasing landscaping materials for
Habitat for Humanity homes in Dane
County.

Poker Run
Thanks to Mindy Allen for helping
organize a Poker Run fundraiser for
HFHDC on June 21.

Deerfield Lions Golf Outing
The Deerfield Lions Chapter held a golf
tournament to benefit the Deerfield
chapter of HFHDC at the Towne
Country Club, Edgerton. The event
raised more than $2,000. Thank you!

5215 Bliss St.

5233 Brandenburg Way

5256 Brandenburg Way

Builders Blitz Day 7  ????
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ReStore Staff
Jen Voichick, ReStore Director
Frank Byrne, Deconstruction Manager
Deiter Dettling, Assistant ReStore Manager 
Kathleen Van Den Wymelenberg, ReStore Volunteer  

Coordinator
Seth Vandewalle, Restore Crew Leader
Linda Welch, ReStore Solicitation Manager

Please remember Habitat for Humanity of Dane County in your will.
If you have already prepared a legacy gift for HFHDC, we would like to acknowledge you as a member of our Legacy Society. 
Please inform us of your gift by contacting Peggy Halloran, HFHDC Development Director at 608-255-1549 ext. 106.

HFHDC Receives 4-Star Rating for Sound Fiscal Management
For the second year in a row, Charity Navigator has awarded Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County its 4-Star rating. Only 17 percent of the
charities Charity Navigator rates have received two consecutive 4-Star
evaluations. Founded in 2001, Charity Navigator is the nation's largest
evaluator of charities. Their rating system examines two areas of a
charity's financial health – its fiscal responsibility and how well positioned
it is to sustain its programs over time. The rating range is from zero to
four stars.

Own a Habitat Home Attend October Informational Meetings
If you or someone you know would be interested in learning how to
become a Habitat for Humanity of Dane County homeowner, be sure to
attend one of our October quarterly meetings. They are set for
Wednesday, Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the Harambee Center, 2202 South Park
St., Madison, and Sunday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. at Warner Park
Community Center, 1625 Northport Dr., Madison 

To be placed on the contact list for the family selection meetings, please
contact the Habitat office at 255-1549 or e-mail habitat@habitatdane.org
with your name and mailing address.

Attending the informational meetings is the only way to find out whether
our program is right for you. More information about applying for a
Habitat home and the requirements can be found at
www.habitatdane.org.
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